
21st CENTURY TRUTHS  
Volume 1                                 (Need to Repent)  Issue 5 

 1st C
en

tu
ry

 T
ru

th
s fo

r th
e 2

1st C
en

tu
ry

 

Have you ever had an occasion to say or to be told “I’m 

sorry”? I believe it is safe to say everyone has been in 

both of these positions. However, have you ever consid-

ered the need to say “I’m sorry” in your spiritual life? 

But what do we have to be sorry about? 

 

God has given us His laws and commands as our “rules 

to live by” much like an earthly father would give rules 

to his children. But, what is our reaction when rules are 

broken? 

 

Let me give you an example. A father has set forth the 

rules by which his children are to live. The child 

(“Mary”) understands that it is against the rules to kick 

people. However, the father sees “Mary” kick her broth-

er. When he asked “Mary” about breaking the rules, ad-

mits to kicking her brother and says she is sorry. Howev-

er “Mary” kicks him again. She again says “I’m sorry” 

but immediately kicks her brother again saying “sorry” as 

she kicks him again. I believe you get the idea. Was 

“Mary” truly sorry for her actions? Many times in our 

spiritual lives we may act the same as “Mary”. It is easy 

to say the words “I’m sorry” but do we mean the words? 

 

To be truly sorry for ones wrongs, they must have sorrow 

or regret for what they have done. The regret for commit-

ting a wrong will cause them to repent and turn away 

from performing the same wrong in the future. But, we 

have not done anything to break God’s rules or have we? 

Romans 3:23 states that “all have sinned and fallen short 

of the glory of God.” We further find that “sin is the 

transgression of the law” (I John 3:4). From these scrip-

tures we find that all of us have broken God’s law and 

therefore separated ourselves from Him. However, the 

word of God has given us many examples of those in the 

first century which broke His rules and yet said “I’m sor-

ry” and repented of such wrongdoing. 

 

In Acts 2, Peter was preaching Christ to the Jews on the 

day of Pentecost. He gave the prophecy which foretold 

the coming of Christ and informed the Jews that it was 

them that crucified the Son of God. In Acts 2:37, the Jews 

were cut to the heart (with sorrow and regret) and ask 

what they need to do. They were sorry but knew there 

was more needed.  Peter said unto them “repent ye”, turn 

away from wrong/evil. The apostles furthermore in Acts 

8:22 instructed Simon to “repent therefore of this thy 

wickedness.” - Don’t just be sorry, turn away from wick-

edness.  

 

As we seen in Issue 4, you must believe the Word of God 

but his belief alone will not make us a follower of Christ. 

Jesus stated “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye 

shall likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3) He immediately gave 

the same admonition in Luke 13:5. Just as “Mary” in the 

example above was not repentant, we have the choice not 

to turn from our wrongdoing. Do you desire to follow 

after the way of Christ and willing to repent of your sins? 

We are here to assist you if you have any questions. 

  

Randy M. Meyer 

In  our modern and “progressive” society, it is almost 

unheard of to hear anyone actually use the word repent 

outside of the realm of religion. I believe one reason for 

this is that most people do not understand what it means 

to repent, whether inside or outside of spiritual matters. 

 

God has said a great deal about repentance in His Word.  

The Bible instructs that “…except ye repent, ye shall all 

likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3); “Repent ye therefore, and 

be converted…” (Acts 3:19) “…but now commandeth 

all men everywhere to repent.” (Acts 17:30) “… that 

they should repent and turn to God…” (26:20). There-

fore, we must understand what is expected when we 

repent in order to be pleasing in His sight.  

 

We understand that each and every one of us “have 

sinned, and come short of the glory of God” through 

breaking of the law of God (Rom. 3:23, I John 3:4).  

When it comes to our attention that it is our own sinful 

actions which have caused such separation, we will 

have the necessary “Godly sorrow which worketh re-

pentance to salvation…” (II Cor. 7:10).  It is this sorrow 

which will require of us to turn our lives away from 

continuing in sin. (Rom. 6:1).   
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However, Godly sorrow will cause a true repentance 

which is more than merely changing from sinful behav-

ior.  It is more than merely not sinning. True repentance 

requires a change of mind, a change of thought.  If we 

truly have sorrow, we will change both our life and atti-

tude.  

 

Consider for a moment a child that is instructed by his 

parents to eat broccoli because it is a healthy food and 

good for his growing body. Out of his stubbornness, the 

child sets in his mind that he will not obey.  His actions 

are also that of rebellion by refusal to eat as instructed.  

After consideration of the consequences, he complies 

with physically eating the broccoli but continues to hold 

to his rebellious mind/attitude. Has the child repented?? 

Absolutely not!  He has no sorrow for his rebellion.  

Although his actions made a 180° change from refusal 

to compliance, his mind/thought has not changed. 

 

The same can be true in our spiritual lives. One can stop 

committing sexual immorality (adultery or pre-marital 

sex) and yet still hold the belief that such behavior, alt-

hough condemned by God, is still acceptable. A  
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Visit Us At Any Of These Times 
 

Sunday 

Bible Classes …………………………………………...…..    10:00 A.M. 

Praise, Prayer, & Preaching ………………………....    11:00 A.M. 

Wednesday 

Bible Classes ………..…………………………...…..……      7:00 P.M. 

A Warm Welcome Always Awaits You 

For information call  (712) 274-1000   

➢ Study at your own pace,  

➢ Absolutely free, we pay the postage both ways,  

➢ Non-denominational, using only the Bible. 

Just write us at: 

Bible Correspondence Course 

4800 Stone Avenue, Sioux City, IA 51106 

OR E-Mail:  questions@sciowachurchofchrist.org  

Schedule of Services Free Bible Correspondence Course 

21st CENTURY TRUTHS is published by the Glass Street 

Church of Christ for the express purpose of holding up 

the Bible as God’s complete word for mankind today, 

and encouraging people to read and practice a 

committed faith in it. We would like to welcome you to 

our services and want you to know that there is a 

conservative, non-denominational, New Testament 

church, using God’s 1st century truths, meeting nearby.  

The church meets at its new location 1/2 mile east of in-

tersection of Gordon Drive and Stone Avenue (across 

from Western Iowa Tech.) at 4800 Stone Avenue, Sioux 

City, Iowa. You are invited to visit any of our Bible 

Studies or worship assemblies.  For information, you 

may write the address listed, email, or call (712) 274-

1000.   

 

Randy M. Meyer, Evangelist /Editor  

Telephone (402) 305-0596   

Email: rmeyer@sciowachurchofchrist.org 

 

Brad Morgan  

Telephone (402) 380-4240  

“practicing” atheist can “repent” in action by discontinuing 

speaking out against God and still maintain his belief that 

there is no God and thereby sinning against Him. Although 

the actions in these examples are a complete turn around, the 

individuals have failed to repent as God requires. They have 

failed to have the sorrow about sinning against God which 

will cause changes in both their action AND heart/thinking. 

 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter placed the guilt of crucifying 

Christ upon the Jews to which he was speaking. (Acts 2). 

They were “cut to the heart” and asked what they must do. 

Peter said “…Repent, and be baptized everyone of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…” (Acts 2:38).  

If repentance was only a change of action, his response was 

senseless as they could not physically continue crucifying 

Christ.  As they had sorrow, Peter was instructing them to 

repent, change not only their behavior but their heart/thinking 

as well. 

“T
h

e 
ti

m
es

 o
f 

ig
n

o
ra

n
ce

 G
o

d
 O

ve
rl

o
o

ke
d

, b
u

t 
n

o
w

 H
e 

co
m

m
an

d
s 

al
l p

eo
p

le
 e

ve
ry

w
h

er
e 

to
 r

ep
e

n
t.

” 
A

ct
s 

1
7

:3
0

 (
ES

V
) 

In Acts 8:18-24, we find Simon desiring to purchase the pow-

er held by the apostles. Consider the admonition given by 

Peter , “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 

God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven 

thee.” (Acts 8:22). At such time, Simon had not yet sinned in 

action but his thinking was wrong. Simon needed to have the 

Godly sorrow wherein he would change his heart. 

 

As we have seen, to repent one must both turn their actions 

and heart toward God and away from sin. Therefore, the 

question to ask is “Have you repented?”  You have now had 

an opportunity to hear and believe Gods word. Will you 

“repent ye therefore, and be converted?” (Acts 3:19)  Please 

contact us at anytime to discuss being converted to Christ in 

both thought and action. 

Randy M. Meyer 
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